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I. Overview 
 
The Breakthrough Institute is hosting its second annual Summer Fellowship 
program at its main office in Oakland, California, and is hiring up to ten of the 
best and brightest young adults.  Summer Fellows enjoy an experience that is 
qualitatively different than a typical internship, because much of the work 
involves research, writing, and analysis that is substantial and substantive.  In 
2007, Breakthrough Summer Fellows conducted research and co-authored a 
major white paper, "Fast, Clean and Cheap," that appeared in the Spring 2008 
edition of the Harvard Law and Policy Review. 
 
This yearÕs Summer Fellows will contribute to the Breakthrough Institute's 
mission to overcome ecological crises through a new kind of economic 
development that increases security and expands opportunity.  Our strategy is to 
reinvent politics.  The economy and society have changed significantly in the last 
30 years, but progressive and environmental politics have not kept up.  Toward 
this end, Breakthrough is developing a new policy agenda on energy technology, 
deforestation, and a new social contract for the United States.  Breakthrough has 
made significant progress in developing this new agenda, but there is a lot of 
work left to do. As a group and as individuals, Breakthrough Summer Fellows 
will contribute to the creation and advancement of this new policy agenda.   
 
The Breakthrough Institute w ill help Summer Fellows to better understand their 
unique talents and to apply them in individual or group projects. These projects 
could include, but are not l imited to, a long essay, a strategic plan, digital 
presentations, new media and online work, a series of short articles, or a 
combination of the above. By the end of the summer, every Fellow will have 
created a concrete work product that reflects his or her own interests and the 
new progressive politics of the Breakthrough Institute. 
 
In addition to an individual or group project, each Fellow will be steeped in core 
subject areas: economic modernization, ecological crisis, American politics, 
poverty and inequality in the United States, and political psychology and 
communication. Breakthrough will help Summer Fellows to write, edit and 
publish short, distinctive, and compelling pieces based on each subject matter as 
op-eds and/ or blog posts.  Summer Fellows will work w ith and help each other, 
and the Breakthrough Institute w ill help Fellows arrange interviews and 
presentations w ith experts in these subject areas.   
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Summer Fellows will work a 9 am Ð 6 pm schedule in the Oakland office.  The 
work is intense and fast-paced.  There w ill be planned social activities 
throughout the summer, including a three-day backpacking trip in July that all 
Fellows are invited to attend.  Breakthrough recognizes that Summer Fellows 
have different academic schedules and may begin and end at different dates.  
However, all Fellows are expected to work at Breakthrough for a minimum of 
ten weeks.  The fellowship pays $300 per week. 
 
A ll Fellows are strongly encouraged to attend the Breakthrough Generation 
Retreat April 18 Ð 20 in New York City, where we will begin building the 
framework for a new progressive youth movement.  All expenses will be paid. 
 
 
II. Breakthrough Summer Fellowship: Shared Content 
 
Content subject to change 
 

1. Political Psychology: Fear and hope; psychology of fascism and 
authoritarianism (e.g., Milgram); motivation; happiness research; 
masculine overcompensation; status and class; framing; cognitive science; 
social values research. 

 
¥ Dr. Robb Willer, UC Berkeley, Sociology 
¥ John Whaley, American Environics, social values research 

 
2. Modernization and Energy: Progress (e.g., hunter-gatherer to farms to 

industry to knowledge economy; political: dictatorship to democracy); the 
role of energy; rising energy consumption; environmental improvement 
and the Kuznets curve; critique of market fundamentalism; technology 
innovation; S-curves; the Internet; the development of China and India. 

 
 

3. American Politics: the evolution of 20th century American politics and 
social values; the neoconservative movement; 2008 elections; economic 
crisis; public opinion; interest groups and agenda setting. 

 
¥ Alex Evans, pollster, EMC Research 

 
4. Climate Change Part I: Causes and consequences of global warming. 

U.N. IPCC scenarios; scenarios for global warming disasters; mitigation 
and adaptation. 

 
¥ Dr. N ils Gilman, Global Business Network (author of global 

warming scenarios piece) 
¥ Dr. Roger Pielke, University of Colorado, author, Nature piece on 

wedges, author, Honest Broker 
 

5. Deforestation: Macroeconomic and development drivers; the role of the 
economy and politics; underdevelopment (Amazon vs. the U.S.); the role 
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of war (Congo, DMZ); the conversion of the Amazon into pasture and 
farm land; the loss of top predators and primates. 

 
¥ Peter Kareiva, The Nature Conservancy  

 
6. Climate Change Part II: Policy and Politics: Dominant climate legislation; 

investment-centered approaches; past models (e.g., New Deal, highways, 
Apollo); mitigation wedges; fossil fuels, carbon capture and storage, and 
air capture; clean and alternative energy technologies and infrastructure; 
Lomborg, W. Nordhaus, Stern and social discount rate; adaptation 
strategy. 

 
¥ Dr. Marty Hoffert, author, "Advanced Energy Paths to Climate 

Stabil ization," Science, 2002 
¥ Dr. Armond Cohen, Clean Air Task Force, cap and trade and 

beyond 
 

7. Poverty, race, class and inequality in the United States: Causes and 
consequences of concentrated poverty; welfare reform; the drug war and 
incarceration; universal childhood savings accounts; health care reform. 

 
¥ Dr. Dalton Conley, Chair, Sociology, NYU, author "An Investor 

Society" 
¥ Ted Nordhaus, health care reform and public opinion 
¥ Ray Boshara, Director, Assets program, New American Foundation 

 
 
 
III. Individual and Group Project Examples  
 

¥ Write article(s) for publication; 
¥ Write a strategic Breakthrough plan; 
¥ Write a research paper; 
¥ Create original digital presentations; 
¥ Create new media and web content. 

 
 
IV. Possible Project Topics 
 

¥ Energy technology; 
¥ Climate policy; 
¥ Water policy and adaptation; 
¥ New American social contract. 

 
 
V. Required Pre-Reading 
 

¥ Break Through: From the Death of Environmentalism to the Politics of Possibility 
by Ted Nordhaus and Michael Shellenberger 
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¥ Now Discover Your Strengths by Marcus Buckingham 
¥ "Fast Clean and Cheap," by Michael Shellenberger, Ted Nordhaus, Jeff 

Navin, Teryn Norris, and Aden Van Noppen, Harvard Law and Policy 
Review, Spring 2008. 

 
 
VI. Typical Work Week: 
 
Monday: Pitch op-eds and articles to newspapers and/ or blogs. Discuss weekly 
topic. Discuss relationship between weekly topic, individual or group projects, 
and Breakthrough Policy Agenda. 
Tuesday: Planning meeting. More research and interviews. 
Wednesday: Editorial meeting to define articles and get updates on personal 
projects. 
Thursday: Finish research and write piece, deadline 6 pm. 
Friday: Criticism and re-write. 
 
 
VII. Media: Potential Places for Fellows to Publish Their Work 
 

¥ Breakthrough News; 
¥ It'sGettingHotinHere.org, DailyKos, Treehugger, Grist; 
¥ Alternet, Salon, Slate; 
¥ Hometown newspaper; 
¥ New York Times, Los Angeles Times, Washington Post, San Francisco Chronicle. 

 


