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Revolution in Bolivia 8y Ryan Grim

The govermmient s faflure vo nationalize its massive

natural gas reserves has led to an explosive situation,

The Cannabis War By Steve Wishnia
The Supreme Court decldes one battle, but

advocates vow (o fight on for medicinal marijuana.
Appallo-0O-Meter By Dave Mulcahey

Arrest the Messenger By Erin Mosaly
Miger imprisons anti-slavery activist llgulias Wella.

In Person By Liane Casten
fane Akre and Steve Wilson are
pournalsts, nat activists

Viewpoint 8y Hans Johnsen
The zad saga of Scott Bloch,

The Third Coast By salim Muwakkil
Black men are misskng in action,

The First Stone

By Joel Bieifuss

Supparting mass murderars and
Amierica’s middle inger.
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Move Over, Boomers syjessicaciark

In his interview with two 30-something
environmentalists who have challenged the
movements status quo, Contributing Editor

Adam Werbach asks if the baby boom-
ers are 1o blame for the sd sale of affairs
“What should these leaders do now?™ he
asks “Diet” ("No More of the Same” p. 1)
Mo blood need be shed, but many
boomers are reluctantly being foreed to
make way ﬁ-r?:rungn:rm.lﬁm with a crop
i and
entreprencurial, these “practivists,” molded
by the social and political trends of the last
1§ years, are reshaping progressive politics,
Raised during the heyday of ecological
activism and the rise of & post-industrial
networked society, practivists are steeped
in systems thinking. Having come of
age during the fall of the Berlin Wall,
they are suspicious of nationalism and
artificial dualities, a mistrust further in-
formed by academic and political train-
ing tn deconstructing absalute identity
categories like race or gender. Practivists
refer to emphasize similarities rather
than dwell in the “silos” of various “isms”
Like other, less. politicized members
of thedr cohort, practivists are also savvy
consumers and media critics. They see
politics as a fluid field of choice rather
than a hard-and-fasi test of their own
radical identities, and understand both
the value and the artificiality of branding,

sizzle and interactivity. Their palitical
and cultural mobility allows them to
imagine alliances that confound older
activisis trained in identity politics or
issue-based organizing.

"The old era of political party identi-
Fcation |s giving way 1o a disaggregated
thunderdome of cause-based politics,
distributed democracy, MoveOn house
parties and do-it-yourself politics,”
writes Dan Carol in Alternet’s new book,
Start Making Sense."Peer-to-peer politics
- I8 replacing the party as the place
where new stuff happens.”

Democrats, unions, and progressive
membership organizations are all scram-
bling to attract the practivists, whose
technical skills and yen for actually earn-
ing a living make them both valusble
and hard 1o retain.

The class interests of the practivists
may be their weakest link. Taught that
identifying with or romanticizing the
oppressed is akin o colonizing them,
many of these bloggers, cullure jammers
and radical consultants operate from a
place of privilege not rooted in working
America, Howard Dean’s call for small-
donor support of the Democratic party,
for example, applies more (o middle-class

voters with cable modems and time for
meet-ups than 1o workers struggling (o
raise children and navigate the minefields
af economic instability and mass culture.
In their enthusiasm for new projects,
practivists run the risk of replicating the
boomers mistake of hrning their backs
on the experiences of their predecessors.
Critics may also find the practivists calls for
a kinder, more cooperative politics insuf-
ficiently tough—of a piece with George
Lakofis d-t'.l-l.'.l'l]:ll‘.m of pmgrram-u s
follewing o “murturant parent”™ model. While
this comparison has its appeal, is uncom-
fortably similar to smears of the lefi as effete,
wishy-washy, and weak—or, as California
Gowe, Arnodd Schwarzenegger puts i, “giry”
This brings us to one of the nol-so-dirty
secrets of the practivists: Many are women,
as educated, technically skilled and ambi-
Eicwus s thieir mabe counterparts, but less
kiilerested [n inter-organlzational competi-
tion and high-profile ideclogical sparring.
Trained and inspired by feminism, they have
explored the imitations of that movement
and seck wider horizons. Some bide their
tirme—as the graver heads of thelr respective
movements grandstand —by valu-
abde infrastructure within and between their
organizations. Others have started their own
strategic and interconnecied projects.
Either way, practivists have had enough
of walting for thelr elders (o realize that
their skills are exacthy what’s needed to
forge the emerging progressive coalitions
many now secl.
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